
Track your progress  

Brainstorm ! Organize 

First Draft  

Edit and Revise Final 
Draft  
Remember: You will need to give 
information about the topic using 
facts, examples, and definitions.  

star!idea x!ideas!y Put a 
star m next to ideas you think 

you will use. Put an X next to 
ideas you probably will not 

use.  

Write about how to 
stay happy and 
busy when it rains 
all day long and you 
cannot go 
anywhere.  
I-7  

Rainy Day  
Use the box to brainstorm all 
of your thoughts on this topic. 
You can make a list, use a 
mind map, or just write ideas 
as they come to you. Don’t 
worry about using complete 
sentences, correct spelling or 
writing neatly.  

Use your brainstorming 
ideas to organize your 



thoughts.  

Introduce your topic and 
catch your reader’s 

attention.  

Use synonyms to restate 
your topic or draw a 

conclusion.  
Use facts, examples, and 
definitions to develop your 

topic.  
Paragraph Title: 
________________________
______  

Op !  

Use wh first dra ways yo  
________________________
_________! Topic Sentence: 
________________________
_______________________  
________________________
_________! Topic Sentence: 
________________________
_______________________  

________________________
_________! Supporting 
Detail:  
________________________
_____________________! 
________________________



_____________________  

________________________
_____________________! 
________________________

_____________________  
________________________
_________! Supporting 
Detail:  
________________________
_____________________! 
________________________
_____________________  
________________________
_____________________! 
________________________
_____________________  

________________________________! Closing Sentence: 
_______________________________________________  
_________________________________! Supporting Detail:  
Paragraph Title: __________________________________  

Use what you wrote in the organizing boxes to write your 

first draft.  

Use the editing marks to note errors and ways you can 



make your ! Opin paragraph better. 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________  
Capitalize a letter 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________  
Change to lower case 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________  
Add end mark 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________  
Insert  
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________  
Delete  
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________  
Switch words or letters  
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________  
Fix spelling  
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________!!! !!!!!!!!  

Tip: Use a different color pen or pencil to edit your draft.  
Paragraph Title: __________________________________ 



Use your edited first draft to write your final draft.  
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________!!! !!!!!!!!  

!Did you....  

!!! !!!Introduce your topic in the topic sentence?  
Give 3 supporting details using facts, examples, and 
definitions?  
Include a closing sentence that restated your topic or drew          
a conclusion?  
Use complete sentences?  
Use linking words to connect your ideas (such as: another, 
for example, because, also, in addition)?  



Use correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, and 
capitalization?  
Write neatly?  

Tip: Us p  



A Ton of Trash

A Ton of Trash

A group of fourth graders witnessed firsthand proof that one person's junk is another person's 
treasure. Weekly Reader joined the students on their visit to the Garbage Museum in 
Stratford, Connecticut, where a giant, multicolored dinosaur molded out of garbage towered 
above them.

Don Heiny/Weekly Reader

The Trash-o-saurus was made out of a ton of trash, including false teeth, license plates, and tires.

Trash-o-saurus was sculpted out of a ton of trash! That is equal to 2,000 pounds of garbage-
the amount of trash each person, on average, threw away each year in the late 2000s. 
Philadelphia artist Leo Sewell scoured city dumps and created Trash-o-saurus out of old junk, 
from false teeth and license plates to toys, tires, and tennis rackets.

"I think the dinosaur is one of the coolest things I've ever seen," said fourth grader Jahkwe 
Aquart from Park City Magnet School in Bridgeport, Connecticut. His classmate Julie Pham, 
9, agreed. "Instead of throwing away our garbage, we can reuse it."

That is exactly the point. "The museum shows what happens to our trash, how we can reduce 
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A Ton of Trash

our trash, and what we can do instead of throwing our trash away," said museum director 
Sotoria Montanari.

Garbage Trail

Americans created more garbage than ever before in the 2000s. In the early 1900s, most 
items were packed in containers that could be used again. In the 2000s, most of the food 
people bought, from cereal to milk, came in boxes and cartons that could be thrown away.

So what happens to trash after it is tossed out? Some trash ends up in landfills. In a landfill, 
garbage gets buried between layers of soil. Because many states have been running out of 
room for landfills, more and more garbage goes to waste-to-energy (or resource-recovery) 
plants. At these plants, garbage is burned and converted into electricity that people use to 
power their lights, TVs, and video games.

The Three R's

World Almanac for Kids

Plastic bottles can be recycled at centers like this one

Garbage is a form of solid waste. The Garbage Museum and its recycling plant, which are run 
by the Connecticut Resources Recovery Authority, provide visitors with ideas to cut down on 
solid waste. One way is to reduce, or make less, trash-by throwing away fewer napkins 
when you eat, for instance. Another way is to reuse, or find new uses for, old items. Paper 
bags, for example, can be reused to make book covers or wrap gifts.

People also help decrease their solid wastes when they recycle. Recycling refers to putting 
old objects, such as glass, plastic bottles, newspapers, and aluminum cans through a special 
process so that they can be used again.

Recycling has many benefits. Did you know that recycled plastic soft-drink bottles can be 
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A Ton of Trash

made into park benches, carpeting, and backpacks? The more people recycle, the less 
garbage ends up in landfills or waste-to-energy plants.

Recycling also helps protect natural resources, or materials from Earth. To make an 
aluminum can from scratch, for example, the metal needs to be mined from the ground. That 
process harms the land and pollutes the air and water. Making aluminum cans from recycled 
cans uses 95 percent less energy and protects Earth's natural resources. In fact, the energy 
saved each year from recycled cans could light Washington, D.C., for nearly four years!

As part of their visit, the fourth graders got a look at the museum's recycling center. Here, they 
discovered that one bale, or bundle, of recycled newspapers can save 17 trees! The 
message seems to have stuck with 9-year-old Arron Smith. "When you recycle, you save 
trees and animals' homes."
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Too Much Trash!

Too Much Trash!
Less Mess

More people are recycling.

What do bottles, cans, paper, and tires have in common? They all end up as garbage. In the 
late 2000s and early 2010s, each American threw away about 4½ pounds of trash every day. 
That adds up to more than 1,600 pounds per person in one year!

Erlanson/Getty Images

Most of our trash ends up in landfills. Those are places where people dump trash. The rest of 
the trash gets recycled. When something is recycled, it is made into something new.

Many people have been working to solve the trash problem. One plan is known as "zero 
waste." Its goal is to teach people to make less trash. The plan is being used in schools, 
companies, national parks, and restaurants. Here are some ways that the plan is being put 
into action.

Recycling Trash
ReadWorks.org

Copyright © 2009 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation.



Too Much Trash!

Jupiter Unlimited

Put items to be recycled in a recycling bin.

Some people sort their trash to see what can be recycled. Those items often include paper, 
glass, and certain plastics. Some towns also recycle tires and batteries. Taking items to 
recycling centers reduces the trash in landfills. 

Buying Recycled Products

Carrin Ackerman/Weekly Reader

This fleece, by Patagonia, is made from recycled plastic bottles.

Many products are made from recycled materials. Clothes and bags can be made from 
recycled plastic bottles. Recycled plastic can also be made into lumber. Lumber is used for 
building things. 

Making Compost Piles
ReadWorks.org
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Too Much Trash!

SuperStock; Trash: iStockphoto

Plant and food scraps can be put into compost piles.

Food scraps usually end up in the trash. But some people put the scraps into compost piles. 
Those are mixtures of plant and food scraps. Worms and bugs help break down the scraps. 
That turns into soil, which helps plants grow.
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Trash and Recycling - Paired Text Questions
A Ton of Trash · Too Much Trash!

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

Use the article "Too Much Trash!" to answer questions 1 to 2.
					

1. What is the goal of the "zero waste" plan?

2. What are three ways that the zero waste plan is being put into action?

Use the article "A Ton of Trash" to answer questions 3 to 4.
					

3. Why is more and more garbage going to waste-to-energy plants in many states?
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Trash and Recycling - Paired Text Questions
A Ton of Trash · Too Much Trash!

4. One benefit of recycling is that it means less garbage ends up in landfills or waste-to-

energy plants. What is another benefit of recycling, according to this text?

Use the articles "A Ton of Trash" and  "Too Much Trash!" to answer questions 5 to 6
.
					

5. "Too Much Trash!" mentions that many people are working to solve the trash 

problem. Based on both texts, describe the trash problem that people today face.

6. Is recycling, reusing, and composting trash good for the Earth? Use evidence from 

both texts to support your answer.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Write about how to stay 

happy and busy when it 

rains all day long and you 

cannot go anywhere.  

Use the box to brainstorm all of your thoughts on this 
topic. You can make a list, use a mind map, or just write 
ideas as they come to you. Don’t worry about using 
complete sentences, correct spelling or writing neatly.  

star!ideas!you!think!you!will!use!
x!ideas!you!know!you!won’t!use.!!

Put a star m next to ideas you think you will use.  
Put an X next to ideas you probably will not use. 

 

Remember:

You will need to give 

information about  

the topic using facts, 

examples, and 

definitions.

I-7

Rainy Day 

 Brainstorm !
 Organize 

 First Draft 

 Edit and Revise 

 Final Draft 

Track your progress 
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Paragraph Title: ______________________________ 

 Opinion !  Informational !  Narrative !

Use what you wrote in the organizing boxes to write your 
first draft. Then use the editing marks to note errors and 
ways you can make your paragraph better.  

_________________________________!
_____________________________________________!
_____________________________________________ 

Supporting Detail: 

_________________________________!
_____________________________________________!
_____________________________________________ 

Supporting Detail: 

_________________________________!
_____________________________________________!
_____________________________________________ 

Supporting Detail: 

Introduce your topic 

and catch your 

reader’s attention.  

Use synonyms to 

restate your topic or 

draw a conclusion. 

Use facts, examples, 

and definitions to 

develop your  

topic. 

Use your brainstorming ideas to 
organize your thoughts.   

_________________________________!
_______________________________________________ 

Topic Sentence: 

________________________________!
_______________________________________________ 

Closing Sentence: 
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Paragraph Title: __________________________________ 

 Opinion !  Informational !  Narrative !

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________!!!
!!!!!!!!

Use what you wrote in the organizing boxes to write 
your first draft. 

Tip: Use a different color pen or 
       pencil to edit your draft.  
 

Use the editing marks to note errors 
and ways you can make your 
paragraph better.  

Capitalize a letter 

Change to lower case 

Add end mark 

Insert 

Delete 

Fix spelling 

Switch words or letters 
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Paragraph Title: __________________________________ 

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________!!!
!!!!!!!!

Tip: Use a different color pen or 
       pencil to edit your draft.  
 

Use your edited first draft to write your final draft. 

Introduce your topic in the topic 
sentence? 

Give 3 supporting details using   
facts, examples, and definitions? 

Include a closing sentence that 
restated your topic or drew a 
conclusion? 

Use complete sentences? 

Use linking words to connect your 
ideas (such as: another, for 
example, because, also, in addition)? 

Use correct grammar, spelling, 
punctuation, and capitalization? 

Write neatly?  

 

!

Did you.... 

!

!

!

!

!

!



 
Multiply ing Fractions 

 

Steps: 
1. Multiply the whole number by the numerator 
2. The denominator stays the same 

 

  3    (5 x 3)    15        3 
  4      4     4     4 

Five groups of ¾:  
 
 
 
 
Change Improper Fraction to Mixed Number: 

How many wholes are there in an improper fraction? 
 

  15  4  4  4  3        3 
     4    4  4  4  4     4 
 

    
 

  BlissfulBridgit 

x 	 =	 =	 =	3	5  	

3	=	 =	+	 +	 +	
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