


Dear Grandpa Givens, 
 
  I was just thinking about you yesterday. Going to your house was always just a few steps away and 
I am so glad that we got to grow up seeing you every day. I remember after you and grandma built 
your house, you put in a porch swing out front that everyone in the family seemed to use. It was like 
the gathering place to visit and enjoy the scenery of your manicured yard. One time, Jodi, Erin, and I 
walked to your house. You and grandma were sitting in the porch swing talking when we came over. 
You asked us “Girls, have you ever seen a woman as beautiful as your grandma?” I never remember 
you and grandma fighting, even though I’m sure there might have been disagreements at some point. 
You both just seemed to work in tandem with each other.  
 
I miss you and hope you are healthy.  
 
Love, 
 
Teri 
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Teach children how to make a tin can 
telephone 

Teach Kids How to Make a Tin Can Phone  

Tin can phones have been a very cool thing to make for years. It is a very fun experiment for kids and can even teach 
them a thing or two about making their own projects with everyday common items. Making tin can cups is very simple and 
something you can do the next time you have a sleepover with your friends. All you need to get started are a few items: 

● 2 paper cups 
● A sharp pencil or sewing needle (with adult supervision) in order to poke the holes in the cup 
● String (such as from a kite or fishing pole) 

Once you have gathered these materials, you are ready to make your very own tin cup with your friends! 

Making Your Phone 

The first thing you should do is cut a long piece of string. If you wanted, you can even play with different lengths to get the 
size you want but it is probably best to keep it no more than about 60 feet. After that, you should then poke a small hole in 
the bottom of both of the cups. Just make the holes big enough for the strings to fit through. Then, thread the string 
through each cup and tie knots at each end to stop it pulling through the cup. You have to make sure your knots are big 
enough so when you pull the string, it will not go through the hole in the cup. After that, you and your friend should go to 
different spots of the room or building and make sure that the string is long and tight. If there is any looseness or slack in 
the string, it will not work. Go as far as you need to and make sure you pull as hard as you can and it is tight! One person 
should then talk into the cup while the other person puts their ear to it. If you can hear each other, you have made your 
very own tin can phone! 

Tin Can Phones at Home 

This is a very fun and cool experiment to do with your friends as it shows how sound vibrations work and how your voice 
travels in the air! There is nothing cooler than that and you can even make it with other friends and family members. The 
next time you are at home, try it out with your mom and dad and have a tin can phone conversation about anything in the 
world you want ! 
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ELD Summer Bingo board 

Reading   Writing  Listening  Speaking  Just for fun 

Color and cut the jungle 

bookmarks to use for your 

summer reading. Give some 

of them as gifts. 

*Bookmarks are in the 

packet. 

Write a figurative 

language “I am” poem. *An 

example is attached. 

**Trust me, it’s kind of 

fun :) 

Ask your parents to tell 

you about their life when 

they were your age. Then, 

ask them three questions 

about their story to get 

more detail. 

Play a board or card game 

with a friend, or family 

member- Go Fish, 

Monopoly, Scrabble, Uno, 

Checkers, etc. 

Create an origami fortune 

teller to use with friends 

and family. *Instructions 

are in the packet.  

Read your favorite book to 

your pet or a stuffed 

animal.  

Write a letter to one of 

your grandparents. 

Describe a fun, or loving 

memory that you have 

with them. *Example is in 

the packet. 

Play Simon Says with your 

siblings, or a group of 

friends. 

 Look up your favorite song 

on Google and try to 

memorize the entire song. 

Use sidewalk chalk to draw 

artwork, or an animal 

outside on your sidewalk or 

driveway. 

Make a cozy place in your 

room where you can read 

magazines or your favorite 

books. 

Write a list of all the 

things you want to do this 

summer. Some people call 

these “bucket lists”. 

Go outside when you first 

wake up. Spend a few 

minutes listening to the 

noises you hear. See if you 

can identify 5-10 

different sounds. 

Teach or help someone 

younger than you how to 

play a game, or make 

something. 

Draw the other half of the 

butterfly (symmetry) 

*Picture is the packet. 

Read all about a place that 

you would like to visit or go 

on vacation. Read about 

cool things to do there, 

foods to eat, and places to 

stay.  

After reading about a fun 

place for a vacation, write 

down the things that you 

would like to do and see 

there, and share it with 

your family. 

Watch a T.V. show in a 

different language. Try to 

see if you can figure out 

what they are saying. 

Set a timer for one minute 

and see if you could talk 

for that entire minute 

about someone in your 

family. 

Have one of your parents 

teach you how to make 

your favorite recipe. 

Read your favorite book 

with one of your parents in 

the dark using a flashlight. 

Write a list, or draw a 

picture of everything that 

grows around your house. 

See if you can come up 

with 10 things. 

Make your own tin can, or 

paper cup telephone with 

string. *Instructions are in 

the packet. 

Teach someone in your 

family your favorite kind 

of exercise, or recess 

game. 

Build a fort inside or 

outside.*I liked using the 

blankets, chairs, couch 

cushions and cardboard 

boxes.  
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