
Directions   for   4th   and   5th   graders   this   week   
 
I   can’t   believe   how   fast   this   month   seems   to   be   flying   by.   Hopefully   as   stores,   and   businesses   start   to  
open   up   again,   we   can   all   spend   more   time   with   family   and   friends   and   head   outdoors   more   often!   I  
have   really   been   missing   all   of   you   this   week.   
 
I   found   some   passages   about   more   amazing   places   around   the   world   for   you   to   read.   Here   are   your  
directions   for   what   to   do:  
 
1. Brazil    -   This   passage   is   about   Brazil.   It   is   a   place   I   have   always   wanted   to   visit   but   have   not  

been   able   to   yet.   
Read    this   passage   and   then    answer   the   questions    on   the   following   pages.    Send    me   a   copy   of  
your   work.   

2. What   am   I?   -    This   passage   is   about   a   mystery   place.   I   want   you   to   read   it   alone   or   with  
someone   and   try   to    guess    what   place   is   being   described.    If   you   email   me   your   guess,   I   will  
send   you   a   surprise   in   the   mail,   whether   your   guess   is   correct   or   not!    My   email   is:  
terib@banks.k12.or.us  

  
 

mailto:terib@banks.k12.or.us


N A M E :  ________________________________                DATE: ____________________ 
 

BRAZIL 
Question:  What do you already know about Brazil?  
 

 Read the article below and then answer the questions.  
 

 

 

  A Short Introduction 

 

Brazil is big.  It is the largest country in South America, and 

the fifth largest country in the world.  The Atlantic Ocean lies 

to the east of the country, and it borders all of the other 

countries of South America except Ecuador and Chile.  

More than 190 million people now live in Brazil, and most of 

those who arrived during the last 500 years were originally 

from Europe and Africa.  Most people in the other countries 

of South America speak Spanish, but the language of Brazil 

is Portuguese.    

 

Brazil became independent from Portugal in 1822 and consists of twenty-six areas called 

states.  The capital of Brazil was Rio de Janeiro from 1763 to 1960, but then changed to the 

city of Brasilia.  The country is a popular tourist destination (with 5 million visitors in 2010), 

and of course many of them visit the Amazon rain forest and the Amazon River.  Another 

place very popular with tourists, however, is the Iguazu Falls.  They are located in the 

southern part of the country, near Argentina.  In fact, there are two international airports 

located not far from the falls, one in Brazil and one in Argentina. 

 

In addition to enjoying the amazing, natural beauty of the 

country, visitors should also try to watch a football 

match, an extremely popular South American sport.  

Brazil has, in fact, won five World Cup Championships 

since 1958, more than any other country in the world.  

While in Brazil, you might also consider taking some 

samba dance classes to prepare for a week-long party, 

or festival, called ‘Carnival’ which happens every year in 

March or February.  
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N A M E :  ________________________________                DATE: ____________________ 
 

BRAZIL 
 READING COMPREHENSION 
 
1. The article says Brazil is the largest country in the world. 
 

(a) TRUE 
(b) FALSE 
(c) It doesn’t say. 
 

2. When did people start to arrive in Brazil from other parts of the world? 
 

(a) about 100 years ago 
(b) about 500 years ago 
(c) about 200 years ago 
 

3. In the first paragraph, what does the word ‘it’ refer to? 
 

(a) the Atlantic Ocean 
(b) South America 
(c) Brazil 
 

4. What language do most people speak in Brazil? 
 

(a) Brazilian 
(b) Spanish 
(c) Portuguese 
 

5. How many countries are there in South America? 
 

(a) 26 
(b) 12 
(c) It doesn’t say. 
 

6. What is the capital of Brazil? 
 

(a) Brasilia 
(b) Rio de Janeiro 
(c) Portugal 
 

7. Where are the Iguazu Falls located? 
 

(a) in Argentina 
(b) on the Amazon River 
(c) in the south of the country 
 

8. In the second paragraph, what does the word ‘they’ mean? 
 

(a) airports 
(b) the waterfalls 
(c) tourists 
 

9. What is ‘samba’? 
 

(a) a kind of dance style 
(b) a kind of party 
(c) Carnival 
 

10. When can you dance in Carnival? 
 

(a) in March or February 
(b) for one week before Carnival begins 
(c) every year since 1958 
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N A M E :  ________________________________                DATE: ____________________ 
 

BRAZIL 
 

Grammar-in-Context 
 

 Complete the paragraph by circling the correct words. 
 

Brazil is big.  It is (1)_____ country in South America, and the fifth largest country in the 
world.  The Atlantic Ocean lies to the east of the country, and it borders all (2)_____ the 
other countries of South America except Ecuador and Chile.  More than 190 million people 
now live in Brazil, and most of those who (3)_____ during the last 500 years were originally 
from Europe and Africa.  Most people in the other countries of South America (4)_____ 
Spanish, but the language of Brazil is Portuguese.  
 

Brazil became independent from Portugal (5)_____ 1822 and consists of twenty-six areas 
called states.  The capital of Brazil (6)_____ Rio de Janeiro from 1763 to 1960, but then 
changed to the city of Brasilia.  The country is a popular tourist destination (with 5 million 
visitors in 2010), and of course many of (7)_____ visit the Amazon rain forest and the 
Amazon River.  Another place very popular with tourists, however, is the Iguazu Falls.  They 
are located in the southern part of the country, near Argentina.  In fact, there are two 
international airports located not far (8)_____ the falls, one in Brazil and one in Argentina. 
 
In addition to enjoying the (9)_____, natural beauty of the country, visitors should also try to 
watch a football match, (10)_____ extremely popular South American sport.  Brazil has, in 
fact, (11)_____ five World Cup Championships since 1958, more than any other country in 
the world.  While in Brazil, you might also consider taking some samba dance classes to 
(12)_____ for a week-long party, or festival, called ‘Carnival’ which happens every year in 
March or February. 

 
1. 
(A) large 
(B) largest 
(C) larger 
(D) the largest 
 
2. 
(A) of 
(B) for 
(C) on 
(D) with 
 
3. 
(A) arrives 
(B) arrived 
(C) arrive 
(D) arriving 
 
4. 
(A) speak 
(B) spoke 
(C) speaks 
(D) speaking 

5. 
(A) in 
(B) on 
(C) at 
(D) to 
 
6. 
(A) had 
(B) are 
(C) is 
(D) was 
 
7. 
(A) they 
(B) them 
(C) their 
(D) they’re 
 
8. 
(A) for 
(B) near 
(C) to 
(D) from 

9. 
(A) amazed 
(B) amaze 
(C) amazes 
(D) amazing 
 
10. 
(A) the 
(B) a 
(C) an 
(D) them 
 
11. 
(A) will win 
(B) wins 
(C) won 
(D) win 
 
12. 
(A) prepares 
(B) prepare 
(C) preparing 
(D) prepared 
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Challenge: Level E, Number 3  

What Am I?
By Linda Andersen

I am a place. Summer here is October through February. 

Winter is March through September. 

In winter, it is dark nearly all of the time. In December 

and January it can be light up to twenty hours a day. 

I am not owned by a single country. I am governed by a 

treaty. Over forty nations have agreed to this treaty. The treaty states that I am to be used 

for peaceful purposes only. No military action should occur on me.

I have many mountains. Mount Vinson is my highest mountain. Many of my 

mountains are at least partly buried by ice.

I have lakes too. But, don’t think about going swimming or boating if you visit! My 

lakes are located under very thick sheets of ice.

You will not see bears, deer, horses, cats, robins, turtles, or most kinds of animals 

here. You will, however, see penguins. Four kinds of penguins live here: the adelie, 

emperor, chinstrap, and gentoo.

You may see a few people if you visit. Children have lived here sometimes; a few 

have even been born here. No one lives here for very long. It is too cold!   

The average temperature is -56 degrees Fahrenheit. An ice sheet covers most of 

me. 

I am a continent, or one of the great divisions of land on the earth. 

What am I? 
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